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Project Summary – 2009
Duration: August 2008 – July 2009
Objectives: 1. Identify and analyse strategies of assimilation as reflected in literary texts written by Jewish-Romanian writers, as well as their relationship with contemporary Romanian discourses (legislative; scientific e.g. eugenics; Romanian canonical literature; journalistic etc)
Indicative corpus:

V.Crasescu, Ovreiul (1898); Th. D. Sperantia, Ferghele (1902), Marcu Brociner, Ionel Fortunat (1903), A.L.Zissu, Samson si noul Dagon, (1939); Jewish Romanian contribution to the avant-garde and modernism (rooted in Galician Hassidism):  B. Fundoianu, Marcel Iancu, M. H. Maxy, Iosif Ross, Sasa Pană, Ion Vinea, Stefan Roll, Ilarie Voronca, Victor Brauner (painting); I. Ludo, Domnisoara Africa (1935); Ion Calugaru, Copilaria unui netrebnic (1936), Ury Benador, Appasionatta,  Gablonz Magazin Universel (1961), Ghetto veac XX (1934); I. Peltz, Foc in Hanul cu Tei, Calea Vacaresti;  Norman Manea, Anii de uceniciei ai lui August Prostul (1979), Octombrie, ora opt (1981), Plicul negru (1986), Intoarcerea huliganului (2003).

 2. Identify and analyse strategies of dissimilation in literary texts written by Jewish-Romanian and Jewish-American writers, as well as their relationship with contemporary mainstream discourses.
Indicative corpus: 

Mihail Sebastian, De două mii de ani (1934), Cum am devenit huligan (1935); poetry written by A. Axelrod-Luca; Yiddish poets: Itic Manger, Eliezer Steinberg, Iacob Groper; Ludwig Lewisohn, Up Stream (1922), The Island Within (1928); Daniel Persky’s poems written in Hebrew (as well as some other 100 poets writing and publishing in Hebrew in Hadoar, in 1920s New York);  Michael Gold, Jews Without Money (1930); Henry Roth, Call It Sleep (1934); Cynthia Ozick, The Shawl (1980).
Activities: 
· Monthly meetings / discussions on the following topics: 

· assimilation strategies (18th – 20th centuries) as reflected in literary / historical / sociological discourses of the time; 
· identity narratives & the choice made with regard to mainstream culture of reference – Romanian, Hungarian, German; 

· Yidish and Hebrew literature written in Romania; 

· Romanian / Hungarian / German nativist and assimilationist discourses;
· Holocaust literature in Romania  - main trends; 

· Communism and Jewish ethnic identity – main trends / issues; 

· Zionism in Romania; the state of Israel in Jewish Romanian literature; 
· Redefining tradition: Judaism and traditional Yiddish / Hebrew culture in Romania; 
· Dissimilation strategies (18th – 20th centuries)

· Essentialist / anti-Semitic constructions in Romania and the U.S.A;  
· Significance of Diaspora for Romanian / American Jews. 
· Research periods abroad: 

1. Mihai Mindra, Project Director: British Library, 8 – 31 December 2008; Institute for Social History, Amsterdam, 5-9.07.2009
· Objectives: finalize paper titled “Narrative Constructs and Border Transgressions in the American Holocaust Novel”, which has been accepted for publication in Studies in Jewish American Literature, Volume 28, Winter 2009; indexed in Project Muse and classified as ERIH Category B; research on Jewish Holocaust memoirs and Jewish anarchism in the U.S. 

2. Emilia Postolache: British Library, 8 – 31 December 2008; Institute for Social History, Amsterdam, 5-9.07.2009
· objectives: finalize one PhD thesis chapter (Holocaust literature); draft studies on Holocaust memorialization practices in Romania & pacifist discourse in Europe (incl. Eugen Relgis). 
3. Dana Mihailescu, Brandeis Library, beginning with August 2008 as Junior Fulbright Fellow; objectives: finalize thesis; deliver papers to regular workshops - „If This is a Man and Bonds of Affect: In the Name of the Mother”, „Prose Pictures, Family and the Stakes of Emotional Memory”; research on Jewish Romanian immigrants to the U.S. ((M.E. Ravage, Konrad Bercovici, Maurice Samuel, Eduard Robinson). 
· Papers published / due to be published: 

1. Mihai Mindra: 

· “Exile and Ethnic Identity in Norman Manea’s Work”, Balkanistica, Volume 22, Spring (2009).
· “Narrative Constructs and Border Transgressions in the American Holocaust Novel”,  Studies in Jewish American Literature, Volume 28, Winter 2009.
· “Inescapable Colonization: Norman Manea’s Eternal Exile”. Literature in Exile of East and Central Europe, ed. Agnieszka Gutthy.  N.Y.: Peter Lang, 2009. Series: Middlebury Studies in Russian Language and Literature.
2. Dana Mihailescu: 

· “The ‘Frightened Smile’ of Elie Wiesel’s Narrative Imagination”, paper delivered at NEMLA (North-Eastern Modern Language Association), Boston University, 26 February – 1 March 2009. Published in Exile and Narrative/Poetic Imagination. Ed. Agnieszka Gutthy. Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2010. 41-50. ISBN13: 978-1-4438-1746-2 / ISBN: 1-4438-1746-5. <http://www.c-s-p.org/Flyers/Exile-and-the-Narrative-Poetic-Imagination1-4438-1746-5.htm>. 
· “The National/Ethnic Struggle in Early 20th Century Jewish-American Life Stories. M.E. Ravage and Michael Gold.” LiCuS. Journal of Literary Theory and Cultural Studies. Published by the University of Zagreb 4.6 (2009). in press. ISSN: 1846-1778. <http://vuk.vus-ck.hr/licus/>. 
· contents of Jewish-Romanian literature anthology – drafted (see Romanian version of this report). 
Budget: 

	Personnel costs
	113328.00

	Indirect costs
	14423.60

	Mobilities (reasearch abroad)
	20137.06

	Logistics 
	10517.87

	TOTAL
	158406.53


