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Project Summary – 2008
Duration: January – July 2008
Objective: identify and analyse strategies of assimilation as reflected in literary texts written by Jewish-American writers, in the context of their contemporary American discourses.  
Indicative corpus:
Emma Lazarus, The New Colossus (1883); Henry Harland alias Sidney Luksa, Mrs. Peixada (1886), The Yoke of the Thorah (1887); Mary Antin, The Promised Land (1912); Abraham Cahan, The Rise of David Levinsky (1917); M.E. Ravage, An American in the Making (1917); Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers (1925), Hungry Hearts (1920), Salome of the Tenements (1922), Arrogant Beggar (1926); Art Spiegelman, Maus I, II, (1986, 1991); Melvin Jules Bukiet, After (1996).  
Activities: 
· Monthly meetings / discussions on the following topics: 

1. assimilation strategies (end of 18th to the end of 20th centuries);

2. the meaning of „generation” and the usefulness and applicability of this concept to teh study of Jewish-American literature; 
3. identity narratives in the literature writte by first generation immigrants in the New World; nativist and assimilationist discourses in mainstream speech; 
4. assimilation and ethnic consciousness in the literature written by pre- and post-Holocaust Jewish American writers; 
5. questioning and redifining tradition: bricolages on traditional Judaism;

6. Americanization of the Holocaust; transnational Jewish identity narratives and public sphere constructs (German, British, French, Polish, Palestinian, Israeli interpretations of the Holocaust). 

· Research periods abroad: 

1. Mihai Mindra, Project Director: 

· Bodleian Library, Oxford: 1 February – 1 March 2008; and 21 June – 4 July 2008. 
· objectives: finalize the following papers / conference talks: 

· “Exile and Ethnic Identity in Norman Manea’s Work”, accepted for publishing in Balkanistica, Volume 22, Spring (2009), indexed in international databases.

· “Delving into the Kernel: Teaching Bernard Malamud in Post-Communist Romania” (international conference in Reims, France); 

· “American Ethnic Stereotypes in Bernard Malamud's Fiction” (American Literature Annual Convention, San Francisco, U.S.);
·  “Post Communist Identity in the Diaspora: A Success story of Ideological Colonization” (International conference in Oxford, U.K.); and 
· “Narrative Constructs and Borders:  Transgressions in the American Holocaust Novel” (international conference in Aberdeen).
2. Drd. Emilia Postolache, A.C.: American Literature Annual Conference, San Francisco: 21 – 26 May 2008; objectives: present & discuss PhD thesis with specialists in the field of Holocaust literature (Alan Berger, Daniel Muhlstein, Liz Brocious, Daniel Walden, Jessica Lang); research in University of California library on American Holocaust literature. 
3. Prof. Victor Neumann, British Library, 8 – 29 June 2008; objectives: 

· research on Jewish Romanian minority issues; Transnistrian Holocaust;

· finalize papers to be delivered at two international conferences: „Homo Europaeus und der Grundbegriff der vielfältigen Identität. Die Probleme des anderen Europas” and „Das Schicksal der Juden im Banat und Süd-Siebenbürgen 1940-1944.”

· Conference participations: 

1. Mihai Mindra

· The Cultural Kernel, 14 – 15 March 2008, Reims. Paper: “Delving into the Kernel: Teaching Bernard Malamud in Post-Communist Romania.” 
· 19th Annual Conference on American Literature, San Francisco, 22-25 May 2008. Paper: “American Ethnic Stereotypes in Bernard Malamud's Fiction.”

· The RAAS - Fulbright Conference, Bucuresti, 22-24 May 2008. Paper: “Haunted in Post-9/11 America: Philip Roth’s Exit Ghost.”
· Diaspora: Exploring Critical Issues, Mansfield College - Oxford, 5-7 July 2008. Paper: “Post Communist Identity in the Diaspora: A Success story of Ideological Colonization.”
· The Novel and Its Borders, Aberdeen, 8-10 July 2008. Paper: “Narrative Constructs and Borders:  Transgressions in the American Holocaust Novel.”
2. Prof. Victor Neumann: 

· Gesellschaft für deutsche Musikkultur im südöstlichen Europa e.V., München, 18 – 19 April 2008. Paper: „Homo Europaeus und der Grundbegriff der vielfältigen Identität. Die Probleme des anderen Europas”.
· Transnistrien unter rumänischer Verwaltung, 1941-1944. Deportation – Rettung – Erinnerung, Berlin, 6 -7 June 2008. Paper: „Das Schicksal der Juden im Banat und Süd-Siebenbürgen 1940-1944.“
3. drd. Dana Mihailescu

· E Pluribus Unum, European Association of American Studies, Oslo, 8 – 13 May 2008. Paper: “Lower East Side Fiction and the Displacement of Unified Jewishness.”
· Modern Jewish Culture: Unities and Diversities, Wroclaw (Poland), 24-26 June 2008. Patai Fellow.
4. drd. Emilia Postolache
· An Identitary Cartography: Case Studies, Bucuresti, 9-10 May 2008. Paper: “Late Twentieth-Century Bosnian Odysseys: Aleksandar Hemon’s Variations on Displacement.”
· 19th Annual Conference on American Literature, San Francisco, 22-25 May 2008. Paper discussed:  Recent American Literary Discourses on Genocide.
· Papers published / due to be published: 

1. Mihai Mindra: 

· “Re-storying Tradition as Bricolage: Judaic Lore and Jewish American Fiction”. Hermeneutique et bricolage: territoires et frontieres de la tradition dans le judaisme. Actes du colloque de Bucarest, 27-28 Octobre 2006, Bern: Peter Lang, 2008.

· “Exiles of the Ethnic Mind in Norman Manea’s The Hooligan’s Return.” University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies. IX.1 (2007). Bucharest: Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, 2008.

· “Exile and Ethnic Identity in Norman Manea’s Work”, Balkanistica, Volume 22, Spring (2009).
2. Dana Mihailescu: 

· “Jewish Men and the Early Twentieth-Century American Code of Masculinity through Ethnic Lenses”. Atenea (June 2008). 1-15. Forthcoming.

· “Jewish Stereotypes in Critical Focus: From Christian Archetypes to Representation Practices”. Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. XXI (2007): 201-222. 

· “Jewish Stereotypes between Shtetl Culture and Mythic America: The Birth of Contingent Jewish Identity in Anzia Yezierska’s Prose”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies. IX.1 (2007). Bucharest: Editura Universitatii din Bucuresti, 2008. 122-128.

· “East-European Traditions in Early 20th Century Jewish-American Fiction: The Case of Tsdokeh in Anzia Yezierska”, Hermeneutique et bricolage: territoires et frontieres de la tradition dans le judaisme. Actes du colloque de Bucarest, 27-28 Octobre 2006, Bern: Peter Lang, 2008. 241-254.
3. Emilia Postolache: 

· “Revisiting Ethnic Heritage: Too Jewish? Challenging Traditional Identities”. Hermeneutique et bricolage: territoires et frontieres de la tradition dans le judaisme. Actes du colloque de Bucarest, 27-28 Octobre 2006, Bern: Peter Lang, 2008.
· March 2008: roundtable discussions / workshop; topic: The Margin and the Mainstream in Romanian Culture; the first project initiative to publicly promote project activities, mainly addressed to Romanian academics and cultural media; reflected in the national media. 
· June 2008 (month 9): develop and issue the first call for contributions on the topic of the workshop in March.
Budget: 
	Personnel costs
	94278,59

	Indirect costs
	31557,58

	Mobilities (reasearch abroad)
	59616,13

	Logistics 
	3893,19

	TOTAL
	189345,49


